<b>Photographs throughout Ad: 
<p><b><big><font color="black">Offered for auction from a recent Estate sale&nbsp; is an Original  </font><font color="brown"><big></big></font></big></b></p><p></p><center><b><big><font color="brown"><BIG>MODEL 1840 ENLISTED MENS LIGHT ARTILLERY SABER “AKA” HORSE ARTILLERY SABER WITH SCABBARD - A.D.K ON SCABBARD DRAG (A.D. KING) - AMES MFG.CO CHICOPEE MASS DATED 1863 -  as defined below</BIG></FONT COLOR=BROWN><FONT COLOR=BLACK><P>During the American Civil War the Ames Sword Company was awarded contracts for various types of swords totaling over 158,794 in total. This included N.C.O., Musician, Cavalry, Horse Artillery, (As offered for auction) Foot Artillery, Naval Cutlass and Officers Swords.

Of this during the year of 1863, (2513) Model 1840 Light Artillery Sabers as offered for auction were manufactured.  <p>During the Civil War years from 1 Jan. 1861 to 30 June 1866 a total of 20,757 were made by all manufactures with U.S. Contracts and of that 17,751 were made by Ames.  What makes the Artillery Saber   more rare then the Cavalry Saber is the number made during the Civil War.  A comparison would be over 202,934 Model 1860 Light Cavalry Saber as opposed to a total of approximately 20,757 Light Artillery Saber’s made during the same time period.  <p>This information was taken from - the book The Ames Sword Co., 1829-1935 by John Hamilton pg 159-160.<p>This particular Model 1840 Light Artillery Saber Type 2 is without recess in guard manufacture. The type 2 was manufactured from about 1860’s up which added a leather washer in font of the guard and a throat was added to the scabbard.  This is the design of this Artillery Saber.  The majority of the leather washer is in place.<p>This particular  Artillery Saber is marked on the blade as U.S. - A.H. C. 1863 - (A.H.C.) are the inspectors marks of Archibald H. Ceiley.  Ceiley worked as an inspector up to and including 1863.  A different inspector’s mark is on the Drag of the Scabbard.  A.D.K. or A. D. King, another U.S. inspector during the Civil War period.  The stamp of Ames were always very light and in many instances worn off completely.  The stamp is light however it can be read as follows MADE BY  - AMES MFG CO - CHICOPEE MASS.  <P>
This Model 1840 Light Artillery Ames Saber is complete, with scabbard, leather washer, leather grips, wire around grips.  The Artillery Saber is as found, not cleaned or polished as photos shows. <p>Blade length approximately 32 ¼  inches in length. The blade as photos show appears appear to be in  very good to excellent condition with a few very minor nicks and marks on blade as would be expected. No file marks a often seen.  It has a mottled or darken look in areas but shines when exposed to light as photos show.  I have not polished it. I believe that if polished it would be in excellent plus or better in appearance. <p>  The scabbard is a little over 34 inches in length  including drag.  It also is in very good condition with no dents which are often seen on both sides as having being slammed into a door and door frame when closed and or as some will sale purposely done to eliminate saber rattle.  The scabbard does have most of its original finish but on one side some has flaked off showing exposed metal.  Seams are tight on scabbard.  Rings are present and tight.  The brass hilt and knuckle bow have wonderful patina as does the brass pommel cap.<p>  The information on Ames came from the books, American Swords and Sword Makers, Richard H. Bezdek and The Ames Sword Co, by John D. Hamilton. Photos have been taken in different lighting arrangements indoors and outdoors to highlight the Ames Model 1840 Light Artillery Civil War Saber. <p>This Model 1840 Light Artillery Saber with an 1863 date is quite scarce.  A important piece to add to any cavalry or Artillery Civil War collection.     
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