The 7.62 mm. NATO caliber G3 selective-fire rifle was a refinement of the Spanish CETME assault rifle, which itself was a refinement of the German Sturmgewehr 45(M) assault rifle. The Sturmgewehr 45(M) was under development at Mauser when the Second World War ended. CETME is an acronym for Centro de Estudios Técnicos de Materiales Especiales (Center for Technical Studies of Special Materials). CETME was the Spanish government design and development establishment where German designer, Ludwig Vorgrimler, modified the German StG45(M) assault rifle to create the CETME. After initially equipping with the FN-FAL, the West German Army reconsidered, adopting the CETME, adapted to fire the more powerful 7.62 mm. NATO cartridge. Having settled on the CETME design, there was a strong desire to manufacture the rifles domestically. The German firm Heckler & Koch GmbH (H & K) had worked with CETME on design changes needed for its conversion to 7.62 mm. NATO caliber, so was a natural candidate to develop domestic production. H & K further modernized the CETME design to create the G3, which was manufactured by both H & K and Rheinmetall AG. The G3 had much appeal outside of Germany as well, eventually rivalling the FN-FAL as one of the most widely used assault rifles in the western world. The basic G3 design was adapted by H & K to create a complete product line of 7.62 mm. NATO and 5.56 mm. NATO caliber assault rifles; and 9 mm. NATO caliber submachine guns for military, police, and sporting use. H & K's G3-based designs are still made and remain among the best military small arms available today.<P>A G3 bayonet was designed by each of the firms contracted to begin G3 rifle production in 1959, Rheinmetall's bayonet was produced in small numbers by Carl Eickhorn Waffenfabrik. H & K's G3 bayonet was widely adopted and became the standard G3 bayonet used by the German Bundeswehr (Federal Armed Forces) for nearly 40 years. The G3 bayonet's odd hilt design was unlike anything that preceded it. It has never subsequently been copied, making it a unique design. The G3 bayonet's long production period and production in many countries resulted in numerous variations, which make it an appealing bayonet for collectors. This information came from World Bayonets.<p>
