<b>Photographs throughout Ad: 

<p><b><big><font color="black">Offered for auction from a recent Estate Sale is an Original GROUPING OF CASCO BANK- PORTLAND, MAINE  - CIVIL WAR PERIOD CANCELED CHECKS, THOMASTON NATIONAL BANK, THOMASTON ME., CANCELLED CHECKS of which 1 is signed  by “CAPT. SAMUEL WATTS” AND CANCELLED CHECK FROM NATIONAL SHOE & LEATHER BANK, AUBURN, ME   ––</font><font color="brown"><big></big></font></big></b></p><p></p><center><b><big><font color="brown"><big>DATED 1864 - 1865 WITH 2 CENT CIVIL WAR REVENUE STAMPS ON EACH </big></font></big></b></center></big></font><font color="black">This Unique grouping of Cancelled check are defined below:<p></center>The grouping consists of 14 Canceled checks from 3 different banks.<p>

Casco Bank:  3 checks dated 1864 and 1865 with U.S Internal Revenue 2 cent stamp, perforated for cancelled. <p>Casco National Bank:  4 checks dated 3 1886 and on 1888 with 2 cent U.S. Internal Revenue Stamps, perforated for cancelled.<p>National Shoe & Leather Bank, Auburn, Me: 3 checks dated 1918 and stamped as cancelled.<p>National Bank Thomaston, Me: 4 checks dated 1881 with cancelled stamped impression along with cancel type holes near impressed area.  One of these checks has the signature of Capt. Samuel Watts owner of the Watts Block in Thomaston.<p) Below additional information on the 3 banks which provided the check in ad.<p>Note as photos show some wrinkled ends on a few checks, old age storage ware also on some as photos show. This in additional to impression stamping and hole punching for cancellation of check. <P>Below additional history on the Casco Bank:<p>Casco's history extends back to 1824 with the formation of the Casco Bank in Portland, Maine. Initially chartered and operated as a state bank, the coming of the U.S. Civil War and the passage of the National Bank Act in 1865 convinced the firm's shareholders to relinquish their status as a state bank and operate as the Casco National Bank.  As noted on the checks “CASCO BANK” and dated 1864 & 1865.   In 1866 the bank was completely destroyed by a fire that swept across Portland, and almost $2 million in both currency and notes were lost. Shareholders voted to rebuild the bank the same year.  This information came from Casco Northern Bank History.<p>The National Shoe and Leather Bank of Auburn, Maine in Androscoggin county was granted a charter in 1875.  Below history of the National Shoe and Leather Bank of Auburn:<p></center>National Shoe and Leather Bank:  This bank was organized in February 1875 with a capital of $200,000 increased July 1 1876 to $300,000 and November 5 1887 to $400,000. The directors were Ara Cushman, John T Randall, John F Cobb FM, Jordan Henry Willis, George C Wing.   Ara Cushman was made president and John T Randall vice president.   On the death of Mr Randall in 1881 John F Cobb was chosen his successor.   Marshall C Percival was the first cashier.   He resigned April 17 1891 and was succeeded by Everett L Smith.   The Shoe and Leather Bank was in the management of leading financiers took rank with the most successful moneyed institutions of Maine in business ability was second to none and December 31 1890 its surplus capital was $50,000.   On the resignation of Mr Percival an examination by US National Bank Examiner FW Parker of Lewiston showed a deficit of $180,000.   This was a severe blow to the bank but so great was the confidence of the people in its stockholders and directorate that no run was made upon it nor upon the Mechanics Savings Bank which was a large stockholder in the Shoe and Leather Bank.   From the amounts secured from Mr Percival and his bondsmen the surplus funds and a 10 per cent assessment on the capital stock the loss was made good and the bank continues to do business with undiminished capital and maintains its prestige among the banks of the state.   The present directors are Ara Cushman John F Cobb FM Jordan BF Briggs George C Wing GP Martin L Linn Small. This information came from History of Androscoggin County, Maine 1891.<p>A signature on one of the bank checks from the National Bank Thomaston Me is of “Samuel Watts”.  This check is dated May 17th 1881 with a 2 cent Internal Revenue Stamp attached. From the memory network Thomaston, Maine I have include information on the Watts Block, Thomaston, Me.:<p></center>Captain Samuel Watts purchased the deteriorated building that once housed Flint’s grocery store on the southwest corner of Knox and Main Streets, and moved it to another location. He built an impressive three-storey brick hip-roof building and presented it to the town of Thomaston. It was named the Watts Block and it housed Watts Hall, which is still used as a meeting hall for citizens today. A fire in 1915 destroyed the building, but it was immediately rebuilt, and one of the three commercial spaces continues to serve as a Town Hall. A hall with a theater stage is on the second floor. 
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