From the book The English Connection by Russ A. Pritchard, Jr. & C. A. Huey book about Arms, Material and Support furnished to the Confederate State of American by Great Britain the following was noted relative to Richard & William Aston.:<p>Aston, Richard & William, town hall works, Edmund Street, Birmingham<p>The company was a maker of gun licks, ramrods, socket bayonets, and barrel bands.  They furnished 3,000 Pattern 1853 rifle muskets to S. Isaac, Campbell & Company on 16 October 1863.  The cases were opened and inspected by four viewers in six days in Birmingham before shipment.  The arms were shipped aboard Harriet Pinckney, consigned to John Tory Bourne in St. Georges’ Bermuda.  Pattern 1853 rifle muskets with “1862” / TOWER and “1863” / “TOWER” LOCKS have been scene with “R. & W. ASTON” stamped on the belly of the stock.<p>Isaac, S., Campbell & Company 71, High Street, Chatham, Kent, 21, St. James Street, Pall Mall, and 71 Jermyn Street, London.<p>S. Isaac, Campbell & Company were army contractors and outfitters.  They were also commercial purchasing agents and manufactures.  The company opened offices in London as Samuel Isaac, Army Contractor in 1848.  It became Samuel Isaac & Company in 1851 and then S. Isaac, Campbell & Company in 1852.  This company was involved in every aspect of the acquisition operations by the Confederacy during the first two years of the war.  The company was a primary source of borrowed funds and used much of its business capital to establish credit enabling confederate agents to purchase material that otherwise would have been unavailable with their meager means at hand.  <p>   
