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<P></B><B><BIG><FONT color=black>Offered for auction from recent estate sale is an interesting and quite Scarce  Military Item as follows:
<P></FONT><FONT color=brown><BIG>ORIGINAL MODEL MKIII BRITISH COMBAT HELMET or called “TURTLE HELMET” OR “LIFT THE DOT HELMET” WITH LINER AND CHIN STRAP --</FONT><FONT color=black></BIG> 

<P>This British MK III Combat Helmet is with liner and chin straps and is in very good condition as photo shows. It does exhibit many rub spots, some paint ware, accidental black paint added in a couple of places also as photo shows. Minimal rust is present also as photo shows.  The liner is complete with the “Lift the Dot” liner retainer mechanism.  I am unable to find a maker stamp or marking on the liner.  These were begun to be used around 1944/45 period.  The liner is very brittle but complete.  The MK III style Khaki colored Chin Strap is present plus the chin strap bails are in the original position as originally manufactured in 1941. When the MK IV was introduced the chin strap bails were lowered in the housing of the helmet and the “Lift the Dot” release installed on all initial MKIV helmet from what I can determine.    The helmet finish is as would be expected for a used Military Combat Helmet as photo shows.  The stampings on the inside of the Steel helmet are as follows:   Impressed in to the steel helmet are the following characters and numbers RO & CO 1945.  RO&CO is Rubery Owen Co. Ldt, Leeds England as manufacture of the helmet. There is also an FE and a 4 stamped in the RO&CO 1945 area.  In  my photo the 5 for 1945 is not readable. The manufactured date of the helmet is 1945 World War II Period as noted above.<p>I am not an expert on the British Army MK III Combat Helmet but from research I have been able to describe the item and provide additional information on the subject below. <p><P>Below additional information and Photos on this British MKIII Combat Helmet as offered for auction. Photos have been taken in direct sunlight hopefully to bring out the best of this WWII British Turtle Helmet. Please view photos for condition.<p></center><p>
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Below History of the MK III  British Combat Helmet:<p></center>

The Mk III Helmet was a steel military combat helmet first developed for the British Army in 1941 by the Medical Research Council. First worn in combat by British and Canadian troops on D-Day, the Mk III and Mk IV were used alongside the Brodie helmet for the remainder of the Second World War. It is sometimes referred to as the "turtle" helmet by collectors, because of its vague resemblance to a turtle shell, as well as the 1944 pattern helmet.<P>The Mark III helmet was designed to provide better protection for the side of the head than its predecessor. It was a deeper helmet with a smaller brim and provided 38% more protection than the Mark II, particularly at the sides (total area of head protection was increased by 12%, horizontal protection was increased by 15% and from items falling from overhead by 11%). The Mark III helmet was issued primarily to assault troops for the Normandy invasion in June 1944, and a large number of helmets from British stocks were issued to the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division in addition to British units. Small numbers also went to the 2nd and 4th Canadian Divisions. All Mark III helmets in Canadian stores were returned to the UK shortly after the end of World War II.<P><p>
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The Mk III gradually replaced the Brodie helmet from 1944 onwards. The Mk III  as offered for auction was itself replaced after the war by the Mark IV which it closely resembled. The differences were that the rivets attaching the chinstrap to the helmet were placed much lower down on the shell and the use of a "lift-the-dot" fastener for the liner as seen on this helmet liner.  As noted above the “THE LIFT THE DOT” was added to the MKIII before the the MKIV was designed as a replacement.  This modifications allowed the Mk III to be utilized for carrying water.<p> <p>
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