<p><b>Photographs, Description, Condition throughout Ad:</b></p><p><b>
<font size="+1"><font color="black">Offered for auction from a recent estate sale is the following&nbsp; an Original </font><font color="brown"><font size="+2"></font></font></font></b></p><p><b><b><font size="+1"><font color="brown"><font size="+2">HOWDAH DOUBLE BARRELED .69 CALIBER PERCUSSION PISTOL - 1850’S - 1880’S PERIOD--</font></font></font></b></b></p><p><b><b><font size="+1"><font color="brown"><font color="black"></font><font size="+1"></font><font color="black"></font></font></font></b></b></p><p><b><b><font size="+1"><font color="brown"><font color="black">Below a brief summary of the History.  Design and description of the Howdah Pistol as offered for auction.  It is as received from estate sale, untouched.</font></font></font></b></b></p><p><b><b><font size="+1"><font color="brown"><font color="black">
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<p>
</p><center><img src=></center>
<p>
</p><center><img src=></center>
<p>
</p><center><img src=></center>
<p>
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<p></p><p>The Howdah Two Barreled Pistol is fully functional. The bore is .69 caliber, 17.46 mm.&nbsp; The pistol is smooth bore not rifled.&nbsp; The Checkered stock is in very good condition as photo shows, not cracked.&nbsp; It has some dings and marks but overall in very good condition. I do need to mention that sometime during the past history of the pistol I believe the following happened. As noted in the photos the bar used to hold the barrel in place is missing.  Some time since manufacture in the late 1850’s the stud under the barrel was removed and a pipe added instead.  The pipe is used in place of the bar with the ramrod inserted clamps the barrel on place instead of the bar which would be inserted into the brass plates as photo shows.  I believe the Howdah Pistol is all original with the exception of the above mentioned addition along with the ramrod. The coloring of stock is very good as photo shows. The scroll  work on the hammer assembly and the trigger guard is in very good condition as photos show. Barrel length is 8 inches and entire length of the Howdah Pistol is approximately 14 ½ inches. Weight of the Howdah is 2lb 5 7/8 oz.  Many Howdah Pistols were made in England as noted below, however this Rare Howdah Pistol offered for auction does not have a makers trademark. </p><p>Overall I feel that this Unique and Early Howdah Double Barreled Percussion Pistol is in very good or better condition as photos hopefully will show.&nbsp; The photos have been taken in direct sunlight and indoors.  Hopefully my photos will bring out the Best and the Worst of an item. I hope the best in this situation!<p>
</p><p></p><p>

The howdah pistol was a large-calibre handgun, often with two or four barrels, used in India and Africa from the beginning of the nineteenth century, and into the early twentieth century, during the period of British Colonial rule. It was typically intended for defense against tigers, lions, and other dangerous animals that might be encountered in remote areas. Multi-barreled breech-loading designs were later favored over the original muzzle-loading designs for Howdah pistols, because they offered faster reloading than was possible with contemporary revolvers,  which had to be loaded and unloaded through a gate in the side of the frame.<p>

The term "howdah pistol" comes from the howdah, a large platform mounted on the back of an elephant. Hunters, especially during the period of the British Raj in India, used howdahs as a platform for hunting wild animals and needed large-calibre side-arms for protection from animal attacks.  The practice of hunting from the howdah basket on top of an Asian elephant was first made popular by the joint Anglo-Indian East India Company during the 1790s. These earliest howdah pistols were flintlock designs, and it was not until about 60 years later percussion models in single or double barrel configuration were seen as is the Howdah Pistol offered for auction. By the 1890s and early 1900s cartridge-firing and fully rifled howdah pistols were in normal, everyday use.<p>Even though howdah pistols were designed for emergency defense from dangerous animals in Africa and India, British officers adopted them for personal protection in other far-flung outposts of the British Empire.<p>Howdah pistols were made by several well-known firms of that era: Manton, Purdey, Rigby etc. They came in double barrel, four barrel or even three-barrel configurations. They were used in both India and Africa and carried by many British officers as noted above.  At that time, revolvers were not very mechanically reliable and the .36 caliber Colt Navy revolver was considered too weak. The howdah pistol was considered to be the perfect solution to a charging tiger (or a charging native tribesman). <p>
