<b>Photographs throughout Ad: 
<p><b><big><font color="black">Offered for auction from a recent Estate Sale is an Original CIVIL WAR ACCOUTERMENT A ––</font><font color="brown"><big></big></font></big></b></p><p></p><center><b><big><font color="brown"><big>U S STAMPED PATTERN 1839 LARGE OVAL BELT PLATE WITH ARROW HOOKS, BLACK BUFF LEATHER WAIST BELT WITH BRASS KEEPER C. 1856 – 1865 </big></font></big></b></center></big></font><font color="black">In  the book American Military and Naval Belts 1812-1902 by R. Stephen Dorsey the following is noted on page 83 and 84 as follows.  This is the design I believe of this buckle, belt and keeper offered for auction.<p>From Dorsey’s Historical Notes the follow is noted:<p>While it appears that the standing loop waist belt continued to be manufactured during the war, (meaning Civil War), both in black buff and finished leather, Todd (Ref.94) indicates that he felt it was introduced into the army “about 1856”.   Whatever its date of introduction, it was produced in great quantity and has survived today with many specimens in like new condition.  This belt shows much usage, most of the black dye or was finish has worn off, some still remaining on the exterior portion of the belt where it was blackened.  Some of the heavy blackening still remains under the end of the belt buck and very early keeper. I have only lifted them up, not removed them. The have been with the belt since it was manufactured.  This belt, with its simple, (very early) flat faced sheet brass keeper attached at one end, was a great improvement over the standing loop belts – allowing the belt to be simply and rapidly put on or removed without removal of the oval belt plate.  The keeper on this belt has been bent in on the belt but can be I believe to it’s original position.  <p>The Material was a buff leather, length 39 inches, this one measure approximately 40 inches, width of this belt 1 ¾ approximate inches.  The color as noted in the book by Dorsey is a Black buff on exterior, white buff on the interior surface.  This belt had originally a blackish brown finish and today a dark brown finish with areas of black or darker brown spots as photo shows.  Crazing or ruffness is present on the outside to the touch on the darker areas when the dye or wax finish has remained. The inside is texture is buff leather a bit lighter brown then the out side.  The belt is still very pliable.  I did not remove the buckle from the belt to photograph.  It  appears to have been attached from the beginning.  Very tight on one side of the arrowhead hooks on the belt buckle. <p>Special fittings on the belt are as follows – A sheet brass keeper with brass jaws is permanently affixed to one tip of the belt by four folded brass prongs as is this one offered for auction.<p>There are No makers marks on either the Buckle, Belt and or Keeper. <p>The Buckle or Plate as offered is a Pattern 1839 Large Plate (Oval, post – 1844 manufactured with two “arrow hooks” on the back.  The brass US belt Buckle and Keeper exhibit a nice patina appearance as photos shows. In the book Plates and Buckles of the American Military 1795 – 1874 by Sydney C. Kerksis page 38 figure 32 I believe shows the buckle. The measurement in the book is 2.09 x 3.31 inches or 53 x 84 millimeters. This buckle meets this measurement or is very close to the millimeter measurement.  <p>This is one of several US Infantry  Belts manufactured in quantity during the War Between the States, all of which can be considered standard patters or “regulations”.  While more difficult to keep clean than a finished leather belt, the design of this belt was a major advance for the soldier.  The photo of the belt in the book by Dorsey shows the color of the belt to be a brownish black belt as is this one offered for auction.  I have taken numerous photos in different lighting to show what effects sunlight and indoors light can affect the appearance of an item.  <p> This item is as received from estate sale, not cleaned, polished as photo shows.  The books are not in the auction, for reference only
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</p><p>I will accept PAYPAL. Items will be shipped Priority Mail mail usually next day after payment of Paypal, packaging and mail $ 9.35. 
