<b>Photographs throughout Ad: 

<p><b><big><font color="black">Offered for auction from a recent Estate sale&nbsp; is the following a Single</font><font color="brown"><big></big></font></big></b></p><p></p><center><b><big><font color="brown"><BIG>VINTAGE “BOKER - USA” ALSO ON THE HANDLE/GRIP JIGGED RED BONE IS A SHIELD WITHOUT MARKINGS, NO SLANTED BOLSTERS AND QUITE  RARE, POSSILY FROM THE 1960’S? POCKET KNIFE --</BIG></FONT COLOR=BROWN><FONT COLOR=BLACK><P>

color="black"></font></big></b></p><p><b><big><font color="black">From research I believe that this Boker USA Jack knife may have been manufacture in the 1960’s as noted above or ealier. <p>

 When I received the BOKER USA #9023 Jack Knife/Pocket Knife I don’t believe that it had not been utilized for a number of years due to light oxidation from storage on the blades which I have lightly removed and lightly cleaned the exterior of the Jack Knife which brought out the beautiful coloration of the Nickel Silver Bolsters. I believe that the blades are stainless steel.  The blades are in excellent condition and have a few light file marks across the blades.  Please view photos for condition.<p>The BOKER USA #9023 Jack Knife appears to be in very good condition as photos will show. The bolster is square next to the handle material which appear to be nickel silver as noted above. The blades long blade has light movement when extended. No movement on the smaller blade.  The length of this Boker USA #9023 Pocket Knife when closed is 3 1/8  inches, opened full length is 5 1/4 inches and weight is 1 44 oz’s.  Please view photos below.  The photographs have been taken in direct sunlight hopefully to bring out the best of this vintage Jack Knife.   Below are photos and the history of the Boker Knife Company.
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<p>“BOKER KNIFE PRODUCTION HISTORY”</CENTER>
Böker Tree Brand has been producing cutlery for well over 145 years. In 1869, Heinrich Böker founded Heinr. Böker & Company in Solingen, Germany. Envisioning an easily recognizable symbol to identify their products, Heinrich remembered a giant chestnut tree that shaded their original factory. Since then, every Böker product has left been identified by the now iconic tree symbol.<p>

In 1837, Hermann Böker (Heinrich’s cousin) immigrated to New York and founded H. Böker & Co. At first, H. Böker imported tools, hardware, steel, and cutlery from European manufacturers. By the end of the 19th century, the majority of items produced by Böker in Solingen were sent to the United States for distribution by H. Böker & Co. in New York. In 1899, increasing demand, together with higher tariffs on imported cutlery caused H. Böker & Co. to begin manufacturing their own pocket knives in Newark, New Jersey. Since the tree symbol had become well known by then and the American cousins enjoyed an excellent relationship, it was not difficult to receive permission from their Solingen relatives to use the tree symbol on American products also. From that time, two different lines of Böker knives (US and German made) have been on the American market with the same brand symbol.<p>

During WWII the familial relationship was interrupted and the Solingen factory was completely destroyed. The firm also lost one of its most valuable assets, the registration of the tree symbol for the American market, as it was confiscated pursuant to American law. Fortunately, their American cousin. John Böker Jr. was able to acquire the Tree trademark in order to secure it for the distribution of the American and German products. Soon after the war, the destroyed factory was rebuilt, production gradually increased, and the Americans renewed their business contact with Solingen and started to place orders. Within a few years, the United States again become their principal customer. In the early 60s, Böker USA was sold and acquired by the well-known scissors manufacturer Wiss & Sons. Wiss continued to manufacture Böker knives and sold them together with the Solingen products. In the early 70s, Wiss sold to Cooper Industries which proved to be advantageous for Böker. Due to its strength in the market, Cooper was able to restore the original magnitude of the Böker name. Thanks to vigorous sales with Cooper, the Solingen facility could streamline its production and develop new, modern products. In 1983, Cooper discontinued its U.S. knife production. Subsequently Böker in Solingen bought their trademark back from Cooper and in 1986, Böker USA, Inc. was formed and continues today, providing one of Solingen’s last remaining lines of pocket cutlery.<p>

This information came from an article by “Country Knives”

